Campo estivo d’italiano

 “Prato verde e lago azzurro”

Overview:

The name of the Italian Summer Camp is taken from the first song students will learn the first day (a well known song, Ho visto un prato, beloved by generations of Italian children).The program is designed to allow students to acquire an understanding and develop basic communication skills in Italian language while exploring a European culture and its ways by engaging directly in activities and functions every day. They will follow a routine that is meant to reinforce what they have acquired each previous day and facilitate the acquisition of new topics. Some of the topics will be introduced through songs that students will also illustrate and act out. The program will emphasize the natural world. Every day, we hope to spend 30 minutes in the outdoors to allow students to connect directly with what they see and feel. During the outdoor time, students will play different games while learning the rules in Italian. Some of these games will be calcio (soccer), a modified version of the Palio di Siena (the famous historical horse race), and bocce. Other games they’ll learn will be Italian card games and other traditional children games/group plays. On the last day of the camp, parents are invited to come to enjoy a recital/performance of what the students have acquired and mastered during the camp. There will also be refreshments and students will receive a diplomino (certificate).

What is provided: pencils, markers, crayons, paper, binder with plastic sheet protectors, and other school material, merenda* If you are inclined to make a special treat (Italian or not) or if it happens to be your child’s birthday, feel free to send it along.
What students need to bring with them: uno zaino (back pack), a towel and bathing suit for the day(s) we go to the lake (if available) for our lesson and play in the sand/bathing (weather permitting) and “fishing.”
Cost: $150-200 (or whatever is deemed appropriate)
Organization of each class: 2 hours per class divided in 4 segments of approximately 30 minutes each and a “merenda” snack time in the middle; 

Time schedule:  9-11 a.m.  or 2-4 p.m., to be determined by general consensus of parents and availability of location.

Activities:

1. a. Raccolta: gathering, greetings; looking at the Italian calendar, every student takes turn in pointing to the day of the week and month;

b. Leggiamo il diario: reading/reciting of the activities of the day before as written or illustrated by the younger students in the diario page (students will act out to show their oral understanding);

c. Ripasso: quick review of the functions/contexts of the day before through games and activities;

d. Cantiamo: continuing singing of a song or starting a new one

2.  Funzione & applicazione: new function/situation. Students are now introduced visually and dramatically to a new situation or topic; at this point they connect the action/situation seen/presented with the sentences heard (language); following the introductory phase, students are then engaged in activities, games, drawings, constructions designed to reinforce the functions and vocabulary introduced.

3. Merenda: 10-15 minutes of break for snacks and bathroom. Students prepare and help prepare “merenda” while saying, repeating the steps of preparation and labeling the ingredients. Merende will have an Italian touch most of the times: students will taste various types of Italian cheeses, vegs, fresh fruit & nuts, Nutella and preserves with fresh bread, biscotti & gelato; pizza and pasta. During the merenda time, students will practice how to express preferences, likes and dislikes, feelings of being hungry, thirsty, full, etc.
4. Lettura e Diario (listening to a story and journaling): this is a quite, reflective time where students sit and listen to a simple story being read in Italian. Then they reflect on the experiences of the day by writing/or selecting through guided sentences on the different activities done. We will read aloud chorally and individually at the end of the activity. I encourage parents to go through this page in the binder and read together or have your student read to you if there is an opportunity in the evening or the day after. Ask them to teach you something. Each day, during the first segment, students will read the journal from the day before.

Permission slip and other important information

My daughter/son __________________________ has permission to walk with her teachers to the sites scheduled in the Italian program Prato verde e lago azzurro. 

______________________________________  date: _________________________

Please list any allergy to food, animal bites, physical ailment/condition and other concern about your child: _____________________________________________________________________

