
RIWA ANNOUNCES 
SUNDAY DINNER AT NONNA’S 

Public Invited 
Beginning on Sunday, June 13 and continuing every third Sunday of the month through December 19, the RIWA will offer 
Sunday dinner as our Nonnas make.  The dinner will feature family style dining from 11 am to 3:00 pm.  Two menus will be 
rotated every other month. 

 
  Menu 1        Menu 2  
Serving Dates: June 13,  August 15, October 17, December 19  July 18, September 19, November 21 
L’Antipasto Bruschetta with Tomatoes and Basil   Prosciutto wrapped Melon 
Il Primo  Penne all’Arrabbiata (Penne with Tomato Sauce  Spaghetti and Meat balls 
Il Secondo Roasted Chicken with Green Beans    Beef Braciole in Neapolitan Genovese Sauce 
Il Contorno Sunday Salad      Sunday Salad 
Frutta  Fresh Melon and Berries    Fresh Melon and Berries 
Dolce  Italian Cookies      Italian Cookies 

Price $10.95, Children 6 - 10 year $5.50, Children 5 and under free 
Telephone the RIWA Office 886-3610 for more information. 

  .  MILESTONES OF THE ITALIAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE  
1805 Lorenzo Da Ponte, Mozart's Librettist, Begins Career as Language Teacher at Columbia University.  

He Opened New York’s First Opera House. 

 
Lorenzo Da Ponte  (1749-1838) was born near Venice in 1749, and was already well known as a librettist and a poet when 
he came to America in 1805. Upon arriving in New York, he taught Italian language and literature at Columbia University. He 
became an American citizen and wrote Storia della Lingua Italiana in New York. However, it was the promotion of opera that 
was Da Ponte's lifetime ambition. As the librettist for three of Mozart's operas: "Le Nozze di Figaro," "Don Giovanni," and 
"Cosi fan Tutte," he was well positioned to attempt to advance that interest, and from 1825-1830 he brought over operatic 
luminaries that presented grand opera in New York for the first time.  He also opened New York's first opera house, the 
Italian Opera House. In 1832 he brought over an eminent operatic troupe that he hoped would elicit interest in his adopted 
land. Composed of fine talent, the troupe performed in New York and Philadelphia. 
Source: La Gumina, Salvatore, “1805 Lorenzo Da Ponte, Mozart’s Librettist, Begins Career as Language Teacher at Columbia University - He Opened New 
York’s First Opera House”. Milestones of the Italian American Experience 1492-2003. National Italian American Foundation, 2009. Web 14 April 2010. 
http://www.niaf.org/milestones/year_1805.asp 

 
ITALIAN AMERICANS BORN IN JUNE 

 

      
    Evans        Knight      Dominic      Stefani     N omellini      Sinatra   Tortorello      Russo       Moffo           Rosa 
 
June 13, 1981  Christopher Evans, actor best known for has role as the Human Torch in the movie Fantastic Four 
June 16, 1853 Alonso P. Knight, born Alonzo Letti, manager of the former Philadelphia Athletics baseball team 
June 16, 1951 Charlie Dominici, singer for progressive metal band Dominici 
June 17, 1967 Eric Matthew Stefani, pop musician, and Grammy nominated composer and writer 
June 19, 1924 Leo Joseph Nomellini, Hall of Fame football player with the San Francisco 49ers 
June 20, 1948 Christina Sinatra, movie producer and former actress and youngest daughter of Frank Sinatra 
June 24, 1958 John Tortorella, hockey coach formerly with the Tampa Bay Lighting, now the New York Rangers 
June 25, 1928 William Russo, jazz musician, composer, and arranger 
June 27, 1932 Anna Moffo, lyric coloratura soprano 
June 29, 1951 Keno Don Hugo Rosa, comic book writer and illustrator of Disney character Donald Duck and others 
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