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Next week, Bologna will host Cioccoshow, La Magia del Cioccolato. The five-day show, now in its fifth year, features chocolate artisans from Emilia-Romagna and the regions of Piemonte, Puglia, Sardegna, Sicilia, Toscana, and Valle d'Aosta. The town will have Percorso delle Delizie, loosely translated to “Routes of Delights” (where else, but in Italy?) that lead to restaurants, coffee shops, bars, and bakeries with special menus and demonstrations for the duration of Cioccoshow.

 

Take the virtual Percorso delle Delizie to visit Pasticceria Tiffany. The website is in Italian, but no knowledge of Italian is needed to admire the pictures of cakes and pastries. Click on I Prodotti, then click on each photograph for a group of photographs of similar products, and then click again for close-ups of these exquisite treats. Last year, the bakery participated in a body painting with chocolate event. Other places along the routes of delights include Il Caffè della Corte (with its unusual metal and white light topiaries), Caffè 14 Luglio, Ristorante Giocondo (scroll down for menu), and ice cream and chocolate shop, La Sorbetteria Castiglione.

 

Italian Chocolate Masterpieces (Great information about Italian chocolate.)

 

La Dolce Vita: Italian Chocolate (Article about Italian chocolate.)

 

Majani Chocolate Company (In Italian)

 

Venchi Chocolate Company

 


A Castle, Sparkling Wine, and Tartufo Bianco
If you’re planning to visit the northern region of Piemonte, you may want to stay at Castello di Cortanze, a tenth-century castle restored to bring comfort to its guests. Surrounded by rolling hills and parkland, the castle is secluded, yet close to many towns and attractions. The castle is about nine miles northwest of Asti, the town known for Asti Spumante; and 20 miles south of Asti is Alba—the town famous for its white truffles.

 

Asti (This website is in Italian, but tourist information is in English. On navigation bar, scroll down to “Info Turismo,” and click. Scroll to bottom of page titled “terra d’arte, di storia e di sopari” and click on British flag for English version.)

 


Italian American Heritage and History
The history of Italy is fascinating, and it’s interesting to see the correlation between Italy’s history, the Italian immigrants, and Italian American history. In my quest to educate, I have learned so much, but I have also learned that there is so much more to learn.

 

When I started Thirty-One Days of Italians in 2006, my intention was to promote Italian American Heritage Month nationwide. Moving from Long Island to North Carolina had given me an entirely new perspective on how Italian Americans are viewed. Here, there are no parades, no celebrations—not even a mention that there is an Italian American Heritage Month.

 

Italian American organizations are helpful in educating their members, but most Italian Americans are not members of these organizations. Cultural centers are an excellent source for learning about Italian and Italian American history and heritage, and even though many have information online, participation is limited to those in the immediate area.

 

Most of the focus of academia is on the culture of Italy—the Renaissance, the art, music, literature, architecture—and all the beauty of the country; the conflicts of Italy’s past, its religious, political, and economic environments; and the social issues that Italy faces today.

 

Fortunately, the Internet has opened communication to all, and slowly the means to learn about the history of our culture is becoming more available; but negative and disparaging remarks about Italians and Italian Americans are also online, and they spread much more quickly.

 

In my continued research, I’ve happened across many websites with wrong and misguided information about Italians and Italian Americans, and Thirty-One Days of Italians is one way that I’m able to help dispel those negative stereotypes. I’m in the midst of many other educational projects; some already listed on the website and in various stages of being “under construction.”

 

I do have ideas for lesson plans listed and I still have to develop individual lesson plans, but a project I have not yet added is a study on the importance of teaching Italian American history in public schools. A paper I wrote on the topic, late last year, was accepted for publication, but—unfortunately—the publication ceased publishing. In the months ahead, I plan to add the study, Searching for Italian American History, to Thirty-One Days of Italians.

 

Another project is a series of articles that chronicle the Italian immigrant, from "Life in Italy" to "Becoming American" (this does have a page on my website). A few weeks ago, I watched a video lecture presented by Frank Sorrentino, a Professor of Political Science at St. Francis College in Brooklyn, New York. Frank gave an excellent overview of the history of Italy and Italian immigrants in relationship to media bias of Italian Americans. I hope all my readers will view it, and that they will view it with others—especially their children—and discuss it.

 

I asked Frank to recommend a few books as companions to his lecture. He mentioned Blood of My Blood by Richard Gambino, La Storia: Five Centuries of the Italian American Experience by Jerre Mangione and Ben Morreale, Ethnic America by Thomas Sowell, and The Review of Italian American Studies by Frank Sorrentino and Jerome Krase.

 

Visit The History of Italian Immigrants for more about Frank’s lecture and a link to the youtube video.

 


Ponzi or Pyramid Scheme?
Earlier this year, the media clamor was all about Madoff and his “Ponzi” scheme. In May, I questioned why Italian names are so often associated with illegal or negative activities, and included a link to Mr. Carlo Ponzi: The Person vs. Concept, written by Tommy Tucci.

 

Even though Ponzi did not invent the pyramid scheme, the media continues to wave his name around like a flag, as if his deeds are a representation of the Italian American community. Why do the large Italian American organizations allow this to continue? What’s wrong with just calling the scam what it is—a pyramid scheme?

 

Several weeks ago, Tommy sent an email with a link to his letter, “Outrageous Stereotyping of Italian Americans ‘Mr. Carlo Ponzi.’” Tommy’s letter, as does his article above, takes note of the “scams“ that Wall Street uses to manipulate the American public. Interesting reading. Tommy’s letter is featured on page 22 in the October newsletter (PDF) of the Italian American Police Society of New Jersey. 

 


The Italian American Police Society of New Jersey
I clicked on the link to Tommy’s letter, and, after looking at the neat badge with the American and Italian flags, my eyes were drawn to a picture of Christopher Columbus. I scrolled down to start to read about Columbus, but “New York City Columbus Day Parade” got my attention; and I read a behind-the-scenes account of the NJ police officers trip to participate in the parade.

 

I read about the numerous charitable events and fundraisers the members of the IAPSNJ participate in, the social activities, the Polizia di Stato, celebrations for Italian American Heritage Month, the support, the camaraderie, congratulations and condolences, new laws; and through it all, numerous articles about Columbus and other notable Italians. The newsletter is a wonderful tribute, not only for showing how the service of police officers extends way beyond their line of duty, but also for so actively promoting Italian culture and heritage.

 

Reading the copyright notice, and not wanting to have any “trouble with the law,” I contacted the editor for permission to link to Tommy’s letter. I commented on how impressed I was with the newsletter, mentioned that Thirty-One Days of Italians might be a good source of information for future newsletters, and provided the link to past issues of Tutto Italiano posted at the Italian Historical Society of America. One email led to another and Pat, the editor, wrote that he would be mentioning Thirty-One Days of Italians and the Italian Historical Society of America in the January issue of the IAPSNJ newsletter. But there’s more … 

 

After further correspondence, Pat wrote that a link to Thirty-One Days of Italians had been added to the newsletter website page of the IAPSNJ. Check it out! Thank you, Pat, for letting the members of the IAPSNJ know about Thirty-One Days of Italians.

 

Visit the IAPSNJ to learn more about the organization and for its public service messages.

 


Say That Five Times Real Fast
Paolo Pier Pancio pittore poco pratico promise pinger Padova per pure poco prezzo poi pentitosi perché poco pagato partì per Parma, propria patria, poi perì. (See below for translation.)

 

More Italian tongue twisters. (Thanks, Ralph!)

 


Articles of Interest
Read my article Documenting Our Past, an interview with Vincenza Scarpaci, author of The Journey of the Italians in America. The interview was published in the October issue of La Gazzetta Italiana.

 

Recent articles posted at suite101.com include An Italian American Thanksgiving and Extraordinary Churches in Italy. All my articles at suite101.com can be accessed through either my profile or articles page, and if you have a news reader, you can subscribe to my article feed.

 

 

Translation: Paolo Pier Pancio a innexpert painter promised to paint Padova for little money, repented afterwards for not being paid enough. He went to Parma, his homeland, and passed away. (Note: The tongue twister and translation are taken directly from the website.)

 

 

Happy Italian American Thanksgiving!

 

Buon anno, buon tutto, buona vita,
Janice Therese Mancuso

Author of Con Amore
 

Thirty-One Days of Italians
Support Italian American History in America's Schools
Make a donation for Italian American Education
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